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Thornridge Celebrates Black 
History Month 

     Leading the way is the Black 
History Committee with co spon-
sors Mrs. Perkins-Udu and the 
man with the baddest band in 
the land, Mr. Douglas.  The com-
mittee is committed to teaching, 
reaching, and leading our school 
in recognizing prominent black 
American innovators, leaders, 
and game changers.  The com-
mittee also focuses on the health 
and awareness of the student 
body by offering wellness work-
shops and many other activities.  
Read more inside on page 2. 
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    TR Celebrates Black History
By Tavier Robinson 

     February 1st is the start to 
the celebration of the African 
American’s life and heri-
tage. Black History month 
is an opportunity for African 
Americans to express them-
selves. It is meant to bring all 
the black community togeth-
er, being on one accord, as 
one. Making a statement that 
everyone can remember for 
years to come. With a lot of 
people anticipating that every 
black person will celebrate 
this month with dignity, 
honor, and respect; it then 
showcases nothing but love, 
peace,grace, and happiness.
Mr. Douglas, Director of 
Bands here at Thornridge, 
is a true celebrator and very 
appreciative of this month. 

     Black History Month is 
very important to Mr. Doug-
las because he feels as if  Af-
rican Americans get a chance 
to celebrate our culture,

     African Americans feel as 
if they have to prove some-
thing to someone. This is a 
disgrace to the black com-
munity; especially to those 
who have fought on behalf 
of today’s generation and the 
generations to come. It is a 
lack of knowledge in which 
many will pay for.

     Thornridge will be host-
ing activities as the month of 
February rolls on. There will 
be trivia, movie night which 
occurs on  the 7th and 21st 
of February. There will be a 
Black History Month assem-
bly on Friday, February 3rd 
showcasing the many talents 
Thornridge students. This 
year’s program entitled,        
“Spotlight on African Ameri-
can Icons,” is a highly antic-
ipated program that is a con-
tinual Thornridge favorite. 
Young, black, and educated 
high school students will
     

have a chance to honor those 
who’ve fought for them to do 
the things that they do today. 
   
    Ms. Perkins- Udu said that 
Black History Month means 
a lot to her. She feels as if we 
as a race must get a bit of the 
spotlight and should be high-
lighted in this manner all year 
long. Ms. Perkins- Udu likes 
to celebrate this month while 
getting students hyped up 
about the education of self. 
Black History Month allows 
students to also get informa-
tion to better themselves. 

     She feels that African 
Americans should be aware 
of their history,“because they 
wouldn’t act the way that 
they act today. It would help 
them realize how important 
their education is”. It would 
also bring awareness to them 
of other races losing their 
people.

 traditions, and this is a time 
where America gives honor 
and credit to many of her 
unknown scientists, inven-
tors, astists of all kinds, pol-
iticians, and so many more 
contributors who have gone 
nameless throughout history. 

     “People are aware”, he 
stated, “It’ll bring a more 
positive look on us as a race. 
This is proven to be true with 
all of the success that stu-
dents have; when they know 
about there culture.”  

     There is even a Black 
History Month Club here 
at Thornridge High School. 
There are students who  
dedicate their time to such 
an important club exploring 
the greatness of the African 
American traditions and way 
of life. They have meetings 
on Tuesdays during Commu-
nication Period. 

     Considering all that is 
going on in Dolton, Illinois 
and the surrounding suburbs, 
Black History Month is a 
means to bring about peace. 
With 4,000 people being shot 
and 780 plus people killed in-
Chicago in 2016; there must 
be a time of peace.
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Editorial Policy
The Bagpipe is an open forum 
for student expression. The 
writing, editing, graphics and 
photography are contributed 
by students currently enrolled 
in the Journalism 101 Class 
and the Bagpipe Newspaper 
Club of Thornridge High 
School.  Editorial articles 
strictly reflect the opinions of 
the student writer and should 
not be a representation of the 
Bagpipe staff or advisors.

Students can order any 
pictures that are in the 

newspaper or displayed 
in the cafeteria by simply 
stopping by the Bagpipe 
office to pick-up an order 

form.
 

Prices are as follows:

4” x 6”     $1.00

5” x 7”     $5.00

8” x 10”   $8.00

Order as many as 
wanted.  Be sure to in-
clude payment when 

dropping off the order 
form to either 

Mrs. Joseph in the library 
or 

Ms. Zachery in B220.
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Advice to the 
Freshmen

By Brian Jones 

     Throughout my four years 
of high school, I learned so 
much and have had a few 
regrets regarding things I 
should and should not have 
done. One thing I can proudly 
say is I’ve never failed a class 
or had to work through the 
process of credit recovery, 
but there is one thing I really 
wish I could do. If I had the 
chance to, I would do my 
freshman year all over again.   
     
     Some people believe 
that your senior year is your 
most important year of high 
school. Some believe that 
your junior year is the most 
important.  But I believe the 
most important of the four is 
your freshman year because 
you have to set the bar for the 
rest of your time in high 
 

school. 
 
     One thing teachers and 
staff stress to you is the 
importance of your GPA, and 
they are not kidding!  When 
I was a freshman, I cared 
more about my social pop-
ularity rather than my aca-
demic performance.  I wasn’t 
failing. I was a B-C student 
with maybe one D, but I still 
could have done better.  As 
a result, I had an average 
GPA. Now here I am a senior, 
applying to colleges, some 
better than others, and I am 
limited to what colleges will 
accept me because my GPA 
is not high enough. The better 
your grades are your fresh-
man year, the higher your 
GPA will be.  The lower your 
grades are 9th grade year, the

more you have to work to 
raise your GPA.  

     So think about it, would 
you rather work towards 
maintaining a great GPA, or 
work towards trying to raise 
your GPA?  By the way, that 
was a rhetorical question. 
Two of my freshman col-
leagues, who asked to remain 
anonymous, said that they 
do not stress about school 
because it’s only their first 
year, and they have 3 years to 
worry about their GPA, and 
college.   I personally do not 
agree with this way of think-
ing. I think they are setting 
themselves up for failure be-
cause with that mindset, they 
will have to work to build, 
instead of maintain. 

 

     Freshman year can be 
hard at times with everyone 
looking at you as the babies 
of the school, but don’t let 
that affect you.  Remember 
that popularity comes later. 
Worry about your grades and 
getting that 3.0+ GPA you 
are destined to have. Be your 
own motivation and support 
system. It is okay to have fun, 
it is high school! However, 
keep in mind that with low 
grades, a low GPA, or low 
academic performance as a 
whole, high school might be 
the only place you have fun, 
because no college will want 
to accept someone who does 
not even believe in them-
selves enough to do what 
they need to do to lay out a 
bright future for themselves.

Is Homework A Waste Of 
Time?

By: Treyvaughn Heard

     Teachers give homework 
for the purpose of trying to 
get students to learn more 
about a lesson or practice a 
concept.  Most kids would do 
it and some would not.  So 
there is a 50-50  chance that 
some will have done it and 
some would not.  So should 
we even have homework in 
the first place?
     
     On the news it said that 
homework causes stress.   
Research shows that some 
students regularly receive 
higher amounts of homework 
than experts recommend, 
which may cause stress and 
negative health effects. If 
a student says that they are 
doing more than three hours 
of homework at night, that 
sounds sickening if you ask 
me.   Although other students 

Want 
Your 

Voice Heard? 
Join The BagPipe 

Staff! Meetings held 
every Thursday @ 

3-4 pm

actually enjoy doing 
homework because they like 
to learn and discover new 
things. 

Personally for me, I think 
students shouldn’t get home-
work because I feel it’s a 
waste of time.  When
a teacher says do an assign-
ment for homework, I think 
that in addition to completing 
it, we should go over it the 
next day or even do it the 
next day in class.  Students 
sometimes are busy with 
stuff all day and come home 
very late and don’t get a 
chance to do it.
     Of course we are going 
to take ownership of what 
we do or not do, but students 
can’t always be knocked if 
they are being honest. 

Come support 
SAVE Step Team at the 

Annual Step Show 
February 17, 2017 here at 

Thornridge High 

Freshman students listening intensely.

Students getting a little work done. 
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Boys Varsity Schedule 
01/20/2017 Fri vs.    LWW     Home 6:00 PM 
TR Main Gym -

01/27/2017 Fri @ Thornton   Away 6:00 PM 
TTHS Gymnasium -

01/31/2017 Tue @ Andrew    Away 6:00 PM 
Andrew HS Gymnasium -

02/03/2017 Fri @ Bradley    Away 6:30 PM 
Main Gym -

02/10/2017 Fri @ Lincoln Way Central   Away 
6:30 PM TR Main Gym -

02/17/2017 Fri @ Thomwood Away 6:30 PM 
TW Fieldhouse -

02/21/2017 Tue @ LWW         Away 6:30 PM 
LWW Gymnasium -

02/23/2017 Thu vs.  Thornton   Home  6:00 PM 
TR Main Gym -

On with Thornwood 
winning the tip,they miss the 
bucket with #5,Justin Clark 
grabbing the rebound and 
going to the other side.  #2 
Jaylen Clark pulls up for 
a two and makes it to start 
the game. Minutes went by, 
#15 Demetri Woods, gets 
to the foul line and knocks 
down both free throws. More 
minutes went by, D. Woods 
drains a three, goes down the 
court to play defense, it con-
tributed to be a rebound. The 
score is now 8-2 with falcons 
lead. J. Clark draws a nice 
foul And 1 to the line.

     Clark scores another bas-
ket leading 12-6. Both teams 
battling it out in the first 
and is now tied 14-14 with 
the Falcons timeout. Woods 
drains a three in the corner 
with a few seconds remain-
ing. Score is now 21-23 in 
the 2nd quarter, #4 Darryl 
Shelton at the foul line to 
shoot two free throws, short 
on both. Shelton at the foul 
line again, this time makes 
both. A lot of hustle on both 
teams, a margin number of 
points thornwood put up to 
end the 2nd quarter. 

Going on to the 2nd half, the 
dance team performed some 
unique dance moves and was 
very entertaining. 
     Now back to the game, 
the score is now 34-42 while 
Thunderbirds lead. It's been a 
tough battle in the 3rd quar-
ter. Even a fight almost broke 
out on the court and that 
really got the crowd hyped 
and excited. It's really getting 
intense in the 3rd, Woods 
gets injured, it worries the 
students in the bleachers. He 
couldn't really walk so he had 
to be carried off the court. 
A standing ovation from the 
crowd before the game con-
tinued.

     The score is now 38-52 
while Thunderbirds lead. #1 
Allante Wiggins is now a the 
free throw line and makes 
both. Justin Clark at the line 
now and makes 1 of 2. Shel-
ton drives to the lane hard 
and draws the foul which 
makes both shots. 48-59 
Thunderbirds lead, it's been 
a good game throughout, a 
hard fought battle between 
the two teams. Sadly, the 
Thunderbirds have won 
bragging rights with the final 
score being 54-63.

The Rivalry
Varsity Boys B-ball 

Standings

Conference record:0-5

Kankakee Tournament 
Ranking: 8th

SWSC Conference Rank-
ing: 13th

Down goes a record!

Demetri Woods has bro-
ken the school record in 
basketball by dropping 41 
points on 12/13/16. There 
was a previous record set 
by Boyd Batts that was in 
1972 in a state champion 
game and now that has 
been broken. Congratula-
tions on being the record 
holder Demetri.

Basketball Action...

Dejaune Harvey going up for the layup.

Allante Wiggins  driving to the basket.

By Treyvaughn Heard

          Demetri Woods   Dejaune Harvey

Jaylen Clark goes up for the 
SLAM!
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Boys Bowling Make it to State Sectionals

Falcon Boy’s Bowling Team placed 3rd place in their regional tournament.  
This showing qualifies the team for the sectionals on Saturday, Feb 21, 2017. 


